
Category QB 1 QB 2  QB 3 

Completions 369 (5th) 364(7th) 333(14th) 

Completion Percentage 66.4% 74.4% 68.8% 

Passing Yards 4,816(2nd) 3,992(11th) 4,132(8th) 

Yards per Game 321.1(2nd) 266.1(16th) 275.5(12th) 

Passing Touchdowns 48(1st) 32(6th) 31(7th) 

Interceptions 11(Tied for 11th) 5(32nd) 10(Tied for 17th) 

Sacks Taken 26(Tied for 20th) 17(Tied for 31st) 32(14th) 

Passer Rating 114 115.7 107.7 

 

 The stats above provide some background going into week 17 about who the NFL MVP 

should be. I listed each QB as 1,2, or 3 simply to eliminate any name bias from the equation. I 

chose these three players simply because I believe they are the players with the greatest chance 

to win the award and it has been evident for some time. The three players, in no order, are Drew 

Brees, Phillip Rivers, and Patrick Mahomes. If I must eliminate one, I’m going with QB 3. When 

you combine the completion percentage and passing yard aspects, I just don’t think he stacks up 

against the other two. This is no slight against his season, as clearly it has been stellar, but 

compared to the first two quarterbacks, I would eliminate QB 3, Phillip Rivers. 

 Focusing only on QB 1 and QB 2, this is a tough call. Both players excel more than the 

other in a handful of categories; however, neither dominates every category. QB 1 has more 

passing yards by almost 1,000 and has 16 more passing touchdowns than QB 2. QB 2 is more 

accurate, has thrown less interceptions, and has a slightly higher passer rating. Everyone loves a 

dramatic reveal so let’s reveal my pick and also who is who. My NFL MVP is Patrick Mahomes, 

otherwise known as QB1. I believe Mahomes beats out Drew Brees, QB 2, for a couple of key 

reasons.  

 Mahomes makes more explosive plays and has been a more dynamic athlete this season. 

Mahomes has proved to have a stronger arm, makes more big plays, and is also more mobile. 

Brees has just 22 rushing yards compared to Mahomes’s 271 rushing yards. Mahomes is a threat 

moving his feet and can create plays with on the run passes, no look passes, and passes where it 

looks like his arm is bent in three different places. Mahomes throws more deep passes and with 

his wide receivers, he makes big plays to be the catalyst for one of the best offenses in the NFL. 

The Chiefs are first in total yards per game (426.7) and points per game (35.3), while the Saints 

are 6th in yards per game (384.9) and 2nd in points per game (31.9). The Chiefs are outperforming 



the Saints on offense because of Mahomes. I feel there is only one situation where Brees wins it, 

and that would be purely out of legacy.  

 Brees has had an illustrious career and has played at a phenomenal level. Brees has been 

one of the best quarterbacks of all time and deserves to be a first ballot hall of famer. It seems 

like almost every game he breaks a new record and he continues to improve every game. He has 

led the Saints to a 13-2 record and secured the top seed in the NFC. Despite all the accolades and 

success Brees has accumulated during his career, it’s not a cumulative award. 

 The MVP of this season is Mahomes. He has the stats to back his dominance and edges 

out Brees in some key ways to give him the nod over Brees. While I believe the decision is clear, 

Brees’s tough play has made it a close race all season. Unless Mahomes underperforms greatly 

and Brees has a super-human performance, which I can’t see happening, I believe the race is a 

lock for the Kansas City QB. 
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