
 Joel Embiid is an extremely unique player. At age 16, he described himself as terrible and 

claimed he was only invited to a camp by Luc Mbah a Moute simply because of his “incredible 

height”. Fast forward eight years, Embiid is now a starting center in the NBA on the Philadelphia 

76ers after being selected 3rd overall in the 2014 NBA draft. He possesses a unique ability to 

score from the post with a plethora of post moves and block skills in addition to his ability to 

shoot and knockdown mid-range and 3-point shots. He is a force on defense and is a great post 

defender with his shot blocking ability and tenacity around the rim. Embiid has greatly evolved 

as a player and his hard work and determination have shown this season. 

 This season, Embiid is averaging career highs in points per game (26.3), rebounds per 

game (13.3), and assists per game (3.6). His stats are off the charts this season and he is 

performing at a unique and highly explosive level. Embiid is very difficult to cover because like 

mentioned above, Embiid can score in a multitude of different ways. He can step out and knock 

down shots like a guard and is also a terror down low. The best thing about Embiid is he is so 

young and can still develop so much. He notes in an interview that he watched YouTube videos 

on how to improve and get better. He has so much potential and can grow so much as an athlete, 

player, and leader. This truly is Embiid’s team and it’s no question.  

 I am more than fine with Embiid resting a game; I question the selection to rest him that 

game. The Detroit Pistons thrive by their two big players: Blake Griffin and Andre Drummond. 

The Sixers did eventually erase a major deficit to come away with a win, but I question why the 

team that utilizes their big guys so much would be the team they rest him against. The game 

showed just how much the 76ers need Embiid and how vital he is to the team. Embiid is used 

just so much and eventually it does wear on you, so I am more than happy with the decision, I 

just question the timing. Embiid mentioned after the game that he hasn’t been happy with the 

way he has been played.  

According to Philly.com, Embiid said, "I haven't been myself lately. I think it's mainly 

because of the way I've been used, which is I'm being used as a spacer, I guess, a stretch-five, 

which I'm only shooting [29] percent from 3-point range. But it seems like the past couple 

games, like with the way I play, our setup, [coach Brett Brown] always has me starting on the 

perimeter, and it just really frustrates me." I have been a staunch supporter of Embiid starting on 

the block and closer to the basket and my opinion hasn’t always been reciprocated, but I believe 

it is his best option. I believe there are a multitude of different ways to showcase and utilize 

Embiid’s abilities, but here are the three most important and key ways: 

1. In the post on the block: By placing Embiid on the block, you allow him more space 

to operate and limit the distance Embiid must back an opponent down. By placing 

Embiid down low, you open the floor to better space the offense. Ben Simmons has 

room to drive down the lane and shooters like Jimmy Butler and JJ Redick can have 

room to create their own shots. When the offense drives down the lane, Embiid’s 

defender will have to slide over; thus, Embiid can get easy baskets off drives. When 

defenders collapse on Embiid, he can quickly pass the ball out and the 76ers will have 

more jump shots with space. 



 

 

2. Pick and Roll: I’d like to see the 76ers utilize the pick and roll more with Embiid and 

Simmons. This allows Simmons to either drive and attack the rim, pass it to a shooter, 

or dish it to Embiid as he rolls to the basket. The pick and roll really utilizes the entire 

floor and create space for all players. This could be one of the biggest assets to 

moving the ball and keeping defenders off balance. 

 

3. Embiid in his current role: Maybe Brett Brown decides to change the players 

around him instead of changing Embiid himself. The team is still evolving and 

growing, and I doubt is in no way the final version of the team. The Butler trade is 

still relatively fresh, and everyone is still developing. Could the best plan for Embiid 

be just a slightly tweaked version of the current state? 

 

Embiid is a major talent and a top 10 player in the league for sure. He is the catalyst for 

the 76ers team and still has a lot of potential to grow and thrive in the league. I truly believe the 

sky is the limit for him. Brown does not have an easy job managing the talent of Simmons, 

Butler, Embiid, and Redick all at once, but this team has potential to be possibly the best team in 

the Eastern Conference. Embiid is a dominant force on both ends of the floor and by tweaking 

the way the team uses him, the 76ers and Embiid can both excel and reach even greater heights. 
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