
When Jimmy Butler and Justin Patton were aquired from the Timberwolves for Jerryd 

Bayless, Robert Covington, Dario Saric, and a 2nd round pick, my initial reaction was hesitant 

and unsure about how the team would fare. Saric was one piece I felt was very underrated and 

someone who could be a key asset this season and a shooter and scorer. Covington was a solid 3-

point shooter and was one of the best defenders in the league. I wasn’t too concerned about 

Bayless, since he wasn’t a major key player and trading him would help shred contract money, 

nor the second-round pick so that wasn’t an issue. While Butler is a great player, I was hesitant 

about adding him to the 76ers roster for a couple of reasons. 

It’s no secret that Butler was not going to be a long-term key player for the 

Timberwolves. Butler and teammates did not see eye to eye and it was clearly evident after the 

incident when Butler screamed at practice, "You f****** need me. You can't win without me." It 

was only a matter of time until the Timberwolves found the proper suiter. After being offered 

multiple players and a slew of different draft picks, the Timberwolves waited and dealt Butler to 

the 76ers for the above-mentioned pieces. The 4 time all-star is the last piece in the “Process” 

that has been a complete revamp over the last couple of years. With all of Butler’s success and 

his amazing ability to score and play defense, why wouldn’t I be excited to see him in red and 

blue? I had a few trepidations before the superstar came to town. 

Basketball is first and foremost a team sport. The most crucial thing to a basketball team 

is chemistry and team work. Even Michael Jordan could not beat a team 5 on 1 not matter how 

well he played; keep in mind, he’s the best to ever play. Would Butler fit in well with the likes of 

Joel Embiid and Ben Simmons? What would the chemistry look like? Butler definitely has an 

alpha type personality and so does Embiid; would they be able to handle each other’s egos? We 

saw how fired up and emotional Butler can be and how passionate he is, would that be a 

detriment or an aid to the team? The core of the team is so young, so I was shocked to see the 

76ers add an older player. In addition, to the ego and chemistry questions, Butler’s contract 

situation made me nervous. 

Jimmy Butler is set to become a free agent next summer. Now granted, Butler has been 

excited so far with everything and has had a lot of fun, what would happen if down the road he 

dislikes it and chooses to walk? He was way too high of a price to be simply just a rental. The 

Sixers would become instant losers in the trade if he leaves next season because I think sadly 

even with Butler, the team will need at least this season to build chemistry. Now, I sit here on 

November 18, 2018, and I am more than thrilled the team made the move and let me explain 

why. 

Butler is a great addition to both offense and defense. He shoots extremely well from 

mid-range and beyond the arc. He currently is shooting 58% from the field, including 3/7 from 3-

point range as a 76er. He has scored 14, 28, and 15 points as a 76er, averaging 19 a game. He’s 

also made his impact known on defense, especially on a crucial block on Kemba Walker in 

yesterday’s victory over the Hornets. The Hornets game, by the way, was won in overtime on a 

3-pointer by, you guessed it, Jimmy Butler. Not only is he a threat with the ball in his hands, he 

forces the defense to constantly worry about his scoring ability which limits their ability to help. 

With Butler starting, Markelle Fultz loses his starting role, which may be the best thing for him. 



It’s no secret that Markelle hasn’t hit his peak yet and is still growing as a player. It 

hasn’t helped his development as a player to constantly be reminded of his inability to reach that 

mark yet, so maybe a reserve role will help him long term. He won’t be used as much, will be 

better rested when he does enter the game, and will be able to watch and learn from Butler, who 

is a veteran with great experience. Butler is going to help shape Fultz even without him directly 

interacting with him. Now, with all the positives of the Jimmy Butler trade, let’s revisit those 

negatives. 

Team chemistry has not seemed to be a problem at all. Butler has developed connections 

with the starters and even players like T.J McConnell. Simmons and Butler were able to dial up a 

crucial dish and dunk to seal the Jazz game away and Butler even noted how the team gels with 

each other. He demonstrated to the media that no one gets angry; instead, they talk about what 

happened and work together as an unit to eliminate it. Is there a possibility things breakdown 

later in the season? Yes, I’m sure things won’t always be perfect; nothing ever is. For now, 

however, we can only judge what we’ve seen (and yes I know it’s an extremely small sample 

size). 

Could Jimmy Butler walk at the end of the year? Unfortunately, that is a major 

possibility. I think the chances of that happening however are very miniscule, however. I truly 

only believe he leaves if he gets into it with the team and the whole chemistry bubble explodes, 

or for some strange reason, the 76ers refuse to give him the money he deserves. Otherwise, get 

use to seeing Butler in Philly colors. He has loved everything about Philadelphia so far: the fans, 

the city and what it stands for, and even the theme song that is just so catchy. I think he is going 

to be here for the long haul. 

Overall, I really like the move. I think as it stands it’s a great move for the 76ers as they 

have the veteran leadership they have been looking for in a dual threat on offense and defense. 

Butler is gelling well with the team and is playing well too. I am honestly a little concerned on 

how well things are going, however that may just be nothing but fear for something being too 

perfect. Minus something major, I can see this team going far, especially if Redick stays hot and 

Markelle hits his groove. The sky is the limit for the 10, 9, 8, 76ers. 
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