
 It’s Christmas and Nick Foles is the gift that keeps on giving. After last week’s crucial 

win against the Los Angeles Rams, the Eagles kept their momentum running by clinching a 

major victory against the Houston Texans. The Eagles enjoyed a 29-16 lead at one point but 

were able to survive a slight comeback by the Texans on a game winning field goal by Jake 

Elliot as time expired. The Eagles 32-30 victory puts them within striking distance of the 

playoffs, and with a little bit of Christmas magic, they may find themselves snagging a wild card 

spot.  

 Both the Eagles and Texans needed a victory in this matchup, but the two scenarios were 

very different. The Texans were looking to lock up the AFC South, in addition to moving closer 

to lock up a first round bye in the AFC. The Eagles were looking to move themselves closer to 

playoff contention with a win, in addition to some key losses by other wild card contenders. In 

the end, the Texans fall to the third spot in the AFC and as of now will need to win a game on 

opening weekend. The Eagles inch closer to making the playoffs and will need another win next 

week, plus some help.  

 Houston scored a combined zero points in the odd quarters; however, they racked up a 

combined 30 in the second and fourth quarters. Deshaun Watson had an outstanding game and 

made plays both with his arm and with his mobility. Watson finished the contest with 29 

completions on 40 attempts for 339 yards and 2 touchdowns. His passer rating of 114.5 proved 

how effective he was throwing the ball. The Texans were down their leading rusher, Lamar 

Miller, and Watson picked up the slack as the leading rusher with 8 carries for 49 yards and 2 

rushing touchdowns. His mobility and arm strength helped the Texans rack up 30 points on the 

Eagles. 

 DeAndre Hopkins, Watson’s favorite target, played a major role in the offense as he 

hauled in nine catches for 104 yards. Ex Eagle DeAndre Carter reeled in six catches for 61 yards. 

He was effective as both a wide receiver and a return man. The Texans unfortunately lost 

Demaryius Thomas during the competition to an achilles injury and this loss will greatly affect 

the team down the line. Despite being in a 13-point hole, the Texans offense fired back and did 

what they could to give them the victory; it was Foles who played spoiler to their storybook 

ending.  

 Foles, coming off a heroic performance last week, continued his wining ways and set the 

Eagles franchise record for passing yards in a game with 471. Those 471 yards passing came on 

35/49 passing for 2 touchdowns and an interception. Foles finished the game with a QBR of 

120.4 and stepped up when the Eagles needed him most. The Eagles threw the ball almost 50 

times; however, they rushed just 22 times. Darren Sproles led the way rushing with 32 yards on 9 

attempts and Josh Adams finished with 11 carries for 21 yards. The run game was not a major 

factor in the contest; instead, the aerial attack proved deadly for the Eagles.  

 Anyone remember Nelson Agholor? The dynamic wide receiver was the Eagles number 

one weapon today with five catches for 116 yards and a touchdown. The most notable of his 

catches was an 83-yard bomb for his lone touchdown on the afternoon. Alshon Jeffrey kept his 

chemistry with Foles alive hauling in three catches for 82 yards. Sproles was even a major 



weapon catching a touchdown and racking up 76 yards on three catches. Zach Ertz stole the 

show setting the record for most catches by a tight end in a season passing Jason Witten. He 

finished the game with 12 catches for 110 yards and 2 touchdowns. He was the main catalyst 

early and often to motivate the Eagles offense.  

 The Eagles won the time of possession battle 33:15- 26:15. The other major stat to note is 

the Eagles were 4/4 on 4th down, while the Texans were 0/1. The Eagles were able to effectively 

move the ball when they needed it most and that was the difference maker in the end. The Eagles 

will be looking to steal a wild card spot next week with a win and a loss by either the Vikings, or 

two losses by Seattle (who are playing as I write this). Ultimately, the Eagles must win next 

week, or no situation matters at all. 
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