
 The biggest offseason splash in the NBA last summer was Lebron James taking his 

talents to the west coast to join the Los Angeles Lakers. The entire landscape of the NBA was 

drastically altered as the Western Conference became much more difficult for teams like the 

Rockets and Warriors, while the Eastern Conference crown now lies waiting for the likes of the 

Celtics, Raptors, or Sixers to steal it. The Lakers currently sit 4th in the Western Conference 

behind the Nuggets, Thunder, and Warriors respectively. I believe the Lakers are a piece away 

from being arguably the best team in the NBA; that piece is Anthony Davis. 

 It’s no secret why Anthony Davis is James’ top target. The 6’10’’ center for the New 

Orleans Pelicans last season averaged 28 points, 2.8 blocks, 12.3 rebounds, and 1.8 steals. Davis 

is absolute stud on both ends of the floor and is an absolute wrecking ball. I believe Davis is the 

3rd best player in the league behind Kevin Durant and Lebron James respectively. Davis is 

difficult to cover due to his sheer height, but also due to his shooting ability. He shoots about 

33% from beyond the arc and can step out to hit shots. Davis is a terror around the rim and has a 

superb post game. James, last week, publicly stated it would be “amazing” to have the shot 

blocking stud on his team and that duo would be simply astounding. The reason why “The 

Brow” may not join the Lakers actually has nothing to do with him; rather, it’s because of Kevin 

Durant. 

 According to Zach Lowe, when asked about joining James, Davis answered, “I don't 

really care. Obviously, it's cool to hear any high-caliber player say they want to play with me. 

But my job is to turn this team around. If we're 15-17, that means I'm not doing my job." This is 

the answer Davis had to give, but probably didn’t want to give. He has always stayed loyal to the 

Pelicans and any inclination towards joining the Lakers would have aided the Lakers. His 

comment had to demonstrate his desire to stay with the team that drafted him. Davis will be 

ridiculed and jeered at if he decides to join the Lakers, similar to Kevin Durant’s situation. 

 Durant joined the Warriors after their astounding season and was mocked heavily 

afterwards. I believe Davis would receive the same type of backlash for joining the Lakers. The 

whole idea of the “superteam” has blown up recently and I believe that this would not be a great 

move for him. I would like to see Davis go to a smaller team who is growing and developing and 

lead them to victory. Do the Pelicans have the talent to make the playoffs: yes, I believe they do. 

I just don’t believe that they can make it all the way with their current roster. I don’t believe that 

Davis will end the season without becoming the newest face to the Lakers or Celtics franchise 

because his value will be too high to not make a package for. To simply say you don’t care is a 

flat out lie though. 

 James is arguably the best player to ever dominate the sport; there’s simply no way you 

don’t care about the comment. Davis can and will continue to put up astounding numbers, but 

will someone make an enticing enough deal to snag him? If I’m the Celtics, I’m going to 

package enough to get him and make him the championship piece to win the Eastern Conference. 

The Lakers need Davis to win the NBA finals and the Warriors need him to remain put if they 

want to continue their dominance.  
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