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The 76ers had high expectations this season after seeing “The Process” show great signs 

of life last season. All 76ers fans can remember the past few seasons, especially the 10-win 

2015-2016 tanking of a season, so last season’s 52-30 record was a godsend for Philadelphia 

fans. After a rough 6-5 start, including an embarrassing 122-97 loss to the Nets, the 76ers need to 

improve one main area: mid-range and 3-point shooting. 

Numbers never lie: the 76ers rank 22nd in 3-point percentage (33.9%) and 11th in 3-

pointers made per game (11.2). They also rank 24th in field goal percentage (43.9%) and 25th 

overall in field goals made (38.8) per game. The 76ers are just not as big of a threat shooting 

farther away from the basket as they need to be. The game is evolving and constantly changing; 

the rate of play is increasing, scores are higher, and teams are shooting more from long range. 

While the 76ers can score inside, they simply haven’t evolved enough in their perimeter 

shooting. 

Joel Embiid has been on an absolute tear and that simply can’t be ignored. He’s currently 

averaging the second most points per game, 28.4, courtesy of 7 30+ point games. Despite all his 

interior success, he isn’t built to be a knockdown shooter (although he has shown he can step out 

and hit some 3’s, in addition to a much-improved mid-range game). Ben Simmons has 

progressed as a player and his ability to create plays and shots is crucial to offensive efficiency 

and ball movement. Despite Simmons’s offensive success, he clearly is not a shooter from 

anywhere farther out than the foul line and even then, it isn’t pretty. Dario Saric, the player who I 

thought would be the most underrated piece of this offense, has seen his field goal percentage 

and 3-point percentage drop more than 10% each. His shooting is a shell of what it was last 

season. With the lack of deep shooters, let’s turn to two of the biggest keys this season: JJ Redick 

and Landry Shamet. 

JJ Redick, in my opinion, is currently a lock for 6th man of the year. He creates shots with 

very little space and is so effective off the dribble. The 76ers are currently utilizing a unique 

strategy in which Redick comes off the bench and Markelle Fultz starts, while the opposite 

occurs to start the 3rd quarter. Redick has scored at least 10 points every game this season and 

has even exploded for 30+ points twice this season. While his average 3-pointers made per game 

is up, his shooting percentage has taken a slight dip. Redick is currently being thrust into a roll 

where he is the main shooter and the primary long-range option, and he needs some assistance 

because he can’t be the only one. Need an offensive catalyst? Look no further than the 26th 

overall pick, Landry Shamet. 

Shamet has racked up double-digit points in 5 of the 11 games this season and has proved 

to be a viable option. He’s shooting 38.3% from beyond the arc and 42.2% from the field. He’s 

having a great start to the season and has proved to be a spark so far for the 76ers. The bench 



performance from players such as Redick and Shamet will prove to be a big deciding factor in 

the team’s success this season. 

Another factor to consider in the 76ers offense is Robert Covington. While I usually think 

of Covington as a perimeter defender, who by the way is right now tied for the most steals in the 

NBA, his shooting ability isn’t to be overlooked either. He’s currently shooting an impressive 

42.2% from beyond the arc this season and he’s contributing about 11.5 points per game. Most 

importantly, the 76ers primary goal should be doing whatever possible to get Markelle Fultz to 

his peak. 

The former #1 overall draft pick has left a lot to be desired. While Fultz hasn’t had a full 

season of play under his belt, fans became disenchanted last season when he got “the yips” and 

forgot how to shoot. Fultz, a prolific scorer with Washington, struggled to maintain that identity. 

Fultz is shooting roughly 40% from the field and needs to develop consistency. I think it’s 

admirable that 76ers fans cheer extensively for Fultz when he knocks down a shot, but the 

number one pick shouldn’t get an applause like that for hitting a 3-pointer.  

The 76ers need to develop a stronger away from the basket presence so their cutters and 

inside post play can develop. In this age of basketball, teams must have players who can become 

knockdown shooters from 15+ feet away from the basket. If the 76ers can develop talent like 

Fultz and Shamet, while getting Redick and Covington more involved, this will open plenty of 

opportunities for players like Simmons and Embiid. 

 

 

 


